Individual Plaques

he Battle of Crete
£ Memorial—

" This memorial is dedicated to those who lived, fought, anddied defending Cretelin
‘f/1941. In particular, the Western/Australian.and/Greek service personnelinvolved;as
well as the people of Crete' who supported them before, duringand afterithebattie.
s = This|is\but partiofitheirstory:

When Italy occupied Albania in April 1939, Britain and France promised §0 assist
Greecelshould it be invaded. On 280ctober 1940, Italianforces crossed the
Albanian borderandinvaded Greece. France was by thisitimejunderGerman
occupation, so Greece turmgd: to Britain forhelp. Although under threatofiinvasion
itself, Britain agreed to pro\lide Besistance in the formlof. foursquadrons of/Royal/Air
Force (RAF) fighters'and bombers,and 4,200 personnel. Inaddition, Britain would
alSo take responsibility for the defence of Crete, 300 kilometres south ofthe GreeR
e MIand Brhen Prime Minister Winston Churchill deemed Crete strategically

" importantitothec ted the island defended at all costs.

~ The Greekaarmed es, assistel e Roy vy, Royal Australian Navy (RAN)
and the RAF) foughtivaliantly/in nceof their homeland, and by the end of

“November 1940 hadreclaimed theirlostground and/launched a’counter-offensive.

~ German leader Adolf Hitler was forced tolhelpltaly, and began preparations for the

= occupation of.northern Greecevia Bulgaria: Hitlerwas planning toinvade the Soviet
— Union (Operation Barbarossa) in May_1941._tle wanted toeliminate the possibility o

British bombers; based.in northern Greece disrupting his invasion of Russia. On 13
“December 1940, Hitler issued a directive for.theloccupation ofithe entire Greek
mainland (Operati =

Britain became aware of the Gc’rmah preparation l;ﬁan offer o additlc;na»l‘milita»\r

aid was declined by Greek Prime Minister loannis Metaxas on the grounds that it
might give Germany the pretext for invading Greece. Metaxas died in office on 29 S
January 1941. His sticcessor, Prime Minister Alexander Koryzis, was equally =
reluctant to provoke the Germans, but following'a meeting with a British delegation
on 22 February, accepted an offer of 100,000 troops; artillery, tanks, and additional
aircraft.

The pron
Australian D
Brigade: They were to

ely known as Lustre Force, included the 6th
v Zealand Division and the British 1st Armoured
b form a line of defence across northern Greece. Only a

portion of Lustre Force was in position when Germany commenced Operation Marita.

On the morning of 6 April 1941, the German 12th Army, consisting of 10 divisions
supported by 1,000 aircraft of the German 8th Air Corps; launched its attack on
Greece:
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S A humber of British, Australianiand New Zealand units had meanwhilereinforced the_
0“," Greeks incentral Macedonia. Further'German advancesiin northerh Greece
— threatened tooutflank aline'of defence basedon the Olympus-Vermion Mountains
~and the' Aliakmon River, forcmg the wnthdrawal ofthe Greek dIVISIOnS m Albama and_
— ._.,._#.&-———. = = A =

= e

~— The GreekeArmy vallantly resisted the attack but German arrmrured and motorised =
—units, supported by Aircrartandartillery, soon overwhelmed, oroutflankedithe = Z
S orward defences. On 9 April 1941;:Greek forces in eastern Macedonia capitulated.

———

A flghtmg w1thdrawa| of the Allled fol
April 1941, butthe speed of the German'advance threatened to BVerwhelm the Greek =
divisionsywhich lacked motorised transport The British commanderof Lustreé
Force, Lieutenant- General Henry WilSondecidedtopulllhisitroops back 200
kilometres'to a positioniwhereithe mainland narrowed.toa50-kilometre= Wide
mountainous neckiHere he wouldestablish a new defensive position —the E
Thermopylae Line = named afterithe nearbylhistoric sitewhere the Spartans triedto

= == holdback anmvadmg Persian armym 480 BC:

Australlan NewZeaIand nitsifoug
ground forces and\were subjected to repeat’ed’alr attack as they\ withdrew/to the _
Thermopylae Lines iTihellastiunits reached the new defenswe positionon:20 Aprll%___
1941, The New Zealanders were deployed across the 'Coastal corridorion the right ==
‘flank; and theAustraIuans were on theirleft; tasked with/holdingthe Brallos Pass.

It was hoped| thatthe Greek army retiring from western Macedoniawould holdthe =

Delphi Pass and thelcoastal corridoron theleftflank; but it was cut off by German
andon 21/April surrendered: Lustre Force. now had itobe evacuated

Orders for the evacuation of Lustre Force (Operatlon Demon) were issuedon 22 Apr|I :
1941 — the same day that the troops holding the Thermopylae Line.came under

= German artillery fire and air rattack. Several beaches on the south coast of Greece_

“Were selected as evacuation points by the Royal Navy;and a phasedwithdrawal of
Allied troops from the Thermopylae Line commencedon the nightof 23 April.~ —
1 The first of the nightly evacuations to Crete, and later Egypt;occurred on 24 Aprll
That same night the rear-guard parties, including the Western Australians of the
2/14th (City of Perth) Battalion at Brallos, conducted a fighting withdrawal from the
Thermopylae Line. Amongst their number were eightefithe ten Indigenous men from
the south-west of Western Australia; who had enlisted.in the 2/11th Battalion in 1939
On 26 April 1941, German paratroops landed astride the Corinth Canal, and the ©
following morning enemy ground troops entered Athens. Rapid German advances
and air superiority forced the cessation of the large-scale evacuations on the night
of 28/29 April, leaving thousands of Allied troops stranded on the mamland the
Peloponnese; and outlylng |slands

Some 62,600 British Commonwealth servicemen and women went t6 Greece with
Lustre Force, including 17,125 Australians and 16,720 New. Zealanders Over900
were killed. Nearly 14,000 were captured and became prisoners of war. The Royal :
Navy,.a55|stod by ships of the RAN and the Merchant Navy, evacuated over 50,000
British, Australian, New Zealand and Greek troops, as well as a number of British

« civilians: :
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= focus of German attention.

— In the last week oprr|I 1941 ‘three arrflelds on the north coastiofiCretelbecame the

Itwas realised that Britishibombersioperatingffromithese
airfields could potentially strikethelRumanianioilfieldSEwhichiprovided fuelifor
Germany Siwareiiont: Conversely,if.Germanibombersiwere|basedon(Creteithey

could Operateimore effectlvely gainstiBritishiassetsimNorthyATricaandithelEastern

' Medltormnoan ThelcommanderiofthelGermanidthAiCorpsyGeneralKurtiStudent,

propo>ed that theairfields|belcaptured bylairbornelassaultOn25/ApTilEIO4) Adolf
Hltler aulhorlsed Operauon Mercury — the invasionjofcretes .

On 2 Apr|l 1941 New Zealand Major:= General Bernard Freyberg arrlved onCreteifrom
Greeceland/soonassumed commandlofthelgarrison, whichnumbered(5§000imen,
and'an unknown number. lofitroops evacuatedifromiGreeceriEieutenants GenerallSir

S Archibald WavellfCommander-in-ChiefofithelBritishiforcesiinithe MiddlelEast;

formed Freyberg thatlinithelcomingldaysihelcouldiexpectianiattack bylupitol6; 000

S German airborne troops as welllasienemylseaborneiforces: EreybergitoldiWavellithat

there'vfere'_not enough/menjon CreteitolholditiWavellrepliedithatithereiwasino
choice; as there werenotienough ships toevacuateithems. Nazipropaganda
ster HawzkawboastedithatiCreteiwas angislandofildoomed/men;
“Ereyberg dlscovered that he actually had over 28,000 troops under hls command
mcludmg 7,500/Greek soldiers, 1,000/Cretan resemvists,and;2,500/armed police:
:l'he Germans were expected tolattackithenorthern partiofithelisland;andon 3 May.
1941 EreyberglorderedithatiCreforceswould beldeployeditoicoverithellikely’enemy.

‘attacks on thelairfields atiMaleme; Herakliontand Rethymnon; thelbeachesinearithese

girfields, and the harbourat.Souda Bay: Fourdefenceisectors=Maleme, Heraklion,
Rethymnonjand Souda=wereithusiestablished:

The majority of the WesternAustralians on/Crete werelassigned to the Rethymnon
sector. These were the officers and meniofithe2/11thiBattalion; Eilrooplofithe 6th
Battery, 2/3rd/Field Regiment; and B.Company ofithe2/i7th|Eield Ambulance.
Headquarters and/A Company of the 2/7th Eield/ Ambulancelwas at!Georgioupolis,
and the 2/2nd Field Park Company was at:Souda Bay. Smallergroups of \Western.
Australians were in ordnance; service; and signal corps unitson C"rete, whilst other
individuals were serving in Victorian battalion's'on the island:

Defénding Rethymnon airfield and the beach tolitsinorthwerelthel620/officers and
men of the 2/1st Battalion; 660 officers and men of.the2/11thiBattalion; two platoons
of the 2/1st Machine Gun Battaliony artillerymen/of D'and E Troops; 6th Bat‘rery, 2/3rd

Field Regiment; a section of engineers from the 2/8th Field Company, two Matilda

tanks from the British 7th Royal Tank Regiment; as wellas 2:300 soldiers of.the 4th

and 5th Greek Regiments. The artillery consisted of eightold French and Italian
guns with no sights, the under-strength infantry battalions were short of mortars and
ammunition; and all units were short of food, water, and medical supplies.
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= Te>shortage of weapons, ammunition.and stores intensified as Fhe German
: Luftwaffe gained air superiority, and sank, or damaged the;ships trym.g Fo, resypp|y
= the garrison. Thesituation worsened on 19 May 1941, when the surviving British

s fighter aircraft were sent back to Egypt, giving the enemy complete control of the
S Kies. On the same day, the Luftwaffe made fimal preparations forithe airborne
orning of:20 Ma

tagainst Crete, whichi\was scheduledto com

———

— assaul

= The enemy assaultwas to be carried o ) =
gcomponents of the German 11th AirCorps, elements of which had fough.t e'1t the =
S Corinth Canal in April. The paratroops of.the German 7th Airborne Diviision, :
_suipported by glider-borneitroops'andiparatroops ofithe 1st/Assault Regiment; were =
tasked with seizing the airfields, the port facilitiesiat' Souda Bay, andithe island’s E
= dministrative centre—the porticitylof{Chania _— : >

rp‘s, now. based inGreece, didnot have

= The air.transport.componentiofithe it
enough aircraft to deploy the 10,750-strong attacking forcelin aisingle lift,sothe =
“Maleme airfield and Chania would be attacked inthe morning, and Rethymnoniand ==
Heraklion would be attacked in the afternoon. Once theairfields'were secure, =
German, and Austrian mountain troops would bellanded byair’andiseatocomplete

> e

Airassaults on/Maleme and Ch nced/on the morningof20 May 1941, when
= waves of German fighteraircraftand bombers attackedthe/Allied ground and =—
_ anti-aircraft defences. At8.00am German glider-borne troops landed west of Maleme
=~ airfield amidstithe/dustifrom bomblexploSions;overranian anti-aircraft battery, and
reached the westernend ofthejairfield:  Otherglider-borne troops attempted to'seize
= the highiground|(Hill107)southlof'the airfield —_—

— German transportaircraftcarrying the3rd Battalionlof st Assault Reg
— at8.15am and dropped paratroops toithe south-eastof the airfield. This was directly
= overthe New Zealand 22nd Battalion; with paratroopers descending amidst heavy
= machine-guniandirifie fire: After'several hoursioffighting the3rd Battalion ceased'to
exist. The 4th (heavy weapons) and 2nd Battalions of the 1st Assault Regiment were
= safely dropped to the west of the airfield, but aidetachment sent to seize the fishing o
- village of Kastelliwas killed or.captured by Greek soldiers. _S=

The German 3rd Parachute Regiment and two companies of glider. trbops from the 1st
Battalion; 1st Assault Regiment were tasked with/capturing Chania and the port
facilities at Souda Bay. This German glider force landed on the Akrotiri Peninsula to
the north of Chania and was wiped out by the British Northumberland Hussars
fighting as infantry. Most of the paratroops tasked with capturing Chania were*
dropped into a valley (Prison Valley) south-west of the town. The 3rd Battalion of the;;éj
3rd Parachute Regiment suffered severe casualties, as did some companies of other —
German battalions, and only small local gains were made that CEVAE =

{16 0 e
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By 'm‘id-afternoon on 20 May 1941, the leading elements of the German 7th Airborne
Division and the 1st Assault Regiment had established a tenuous foothold on Crete,
but were yet to secure their objectives. A number of transport aircraft had been sho,t z
down or damaged, delaying the second phase of the air assault —the attacks on
Rethymnon and Heraklion. =
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“The aerial assault on Rethymnon commenced at4.00pm on 20 May 1941 when
German fighter and fighter-bomber aircraft began machine-gunning and bombing
™ {he area around the airfield. Defending on the ground were the 2/1st Battalion and

= the 4th Greek Regiment, elements of which returned fire, shooting down a German

fighter. The men of the 2/11th Battalion, located on a hill to the west of'the airfield,
heldtheir f|re as they had been ordered not to dlsclose their positions.
e =
"~ Ata. 30pm the flrst wave of twenty ~four transport alrcraft flew in low over the sea,
crossed the coast east of the airfield, turned:west, and began dropping their
4 paratroops. Astorm of rifle andimachine-gun fire was unleashed on the aircraft and

the descending paratroopers. Three more waves oftransports followed, dropping

= their troops progressively westward, andlinto the fire of the2/11ith Battalion. Five

more aircraft were shot down and another was seen to crash into the sea. The air
SIS completed witihin thirty minutes.

German casualtles were heavy inthe 2/14th Battalion's'sector, but a number of
paratroops landedifurther west andibegan concentrating in and around the coastal s
village of Perivolia, three kilometres away. Others/landedito the east ofithe 2/1st
Battalion and/captured four of.the 2/3rdFieldiRegiment's guns, and the eastern end E
of the airfield. An attempt.to dislodge the Germans at the latter position resulted in
the two supportmg British tanks being |mmob|I|sed and theircrews killed or.
< captured:

Two companies'of paratroops attempted/to'capture Rethymnon town and harbour,
but encounteredifierce resistance from the Cretan police and were forced to return to_
Perivolia. Sporadic fightingiand mopping up operations in'and around each
battalion's position continued until nightfall, when both sides sought to secure their
posmons recover. wounded and collect weapons and ammunition.

That evening Lieutenant- Colonel Ian Campbell commandmg offucer of the 2/1st_
Battallon and in overall command of/the Rethymnoen defence sector, ordered
forward a battalion of the 5th Greek Regiment to'support a dawn attack on the

Germans on his right flank: Major Ray Sandover, acting commanding officer of the
2/11th Battalion, requested/that the remaining battalion of the 5th Greek Reglment
be placed on his left flank:

T —

Two German parachute battalions; plus support companies, as well as the
headquarters of the 2nd Parachute Regiment —some 1,550 officers and men — had
been dropped into the Rethymnon sector. About half were killed, wounded, or
captured on 20 May. Australian and Greek casualties were comparatively light.
The situation at Heraklion was worse for the enemy. Arriving late and piecemeal, 15
transports were shot down and the three battalions of the 1st Parachute Regiment
suffered heavy casualties from well-coordinated defensive fire. The 2nd Battalion of
the 2nd Parachute Regiment, dropped well to the west, landed unopposed and took
up its assigned blocking position. The airfield, town and port remained firmly in
Allied hands.
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a Afateful error at battallon'level compounded at'brigade level, saw the wrthdrawal of
= the New Zealand 22ndi|Battalion from Hill 107 onithe night of20/21 May 1941. =
~ This allowed'the Germans to occupy thehillland captureithe Maleme airfield on the —
mornlng of21 May. ‘-Thatafternoon, a\battalionifromithe German 5th Mountaln
- 2 D|V|$|on-was flownlinto) Maleme i

_ Onthe morning of 22 May 1941, three New, Zealandiinfantry battalions attempted to
—— recapture theairfieldand{Hill107, butiwere repulsed. This allowedi{the(Germans to_ =
_— fly/in.anotheritwo battalionsiof/mountainitroops. Inithe process, manyitransport
__ aircraft were damaged oridestroyed by /Alliedimachine-gun;and artillerysfire as they

_ landed. However, thelcriticalneed/tolreinforce thelparatroops outweighedithelloss of

alrcraft _The ‘capturelof. the Maleme a|rf|eld desplte a series of: desperate battles

~ Two flotillas of small Shlps and flshlng boats, carrying another battalion: of mountain
‘_‘ troops; sailedifromiGreecelonl19IMay 1941 toireinforceithe paratroopsiatiMaleme and
;’_7,_* ~ Heraklion: TheRoyalNavy intercepteditheMaleme-boundifiotillajjustinorthiof ===
___Chaniaonthelnightiof21/22/May: Several boats were sunkiandbundreds of German
- soldiers drowned: Theisecond!flotillaiwasiinterceptediby’ancther squadron of '

f" = warshlps mcludlng HMAS Perth; off Heraklionionithe mor.ning of 22/May. The‘,
= ""! surv1v1ng shlps_and beatsiwerejforceditoireturnito’ malnland Greece.

At Rethymnon Lleutenant Colonel Campbellwas unaware that the enemy has selzed
the' Malemeairfield/and/no longer/neededithelone hisitroops weredefending.
The struggle for'control of/the Rethymnon airfieldiresumed at.dawn on 2.1 May 1941.

~_Campbell’s first'attemptitoidrive the/Germans off/the hill'on his right flank failed, but

=2 stronger effort at10:00am succeeded; with/the/lost/guns recaptured. A third attack,

at 2.00pm; againstithe!Germans holding/theleasterniend(of/the airfield, was equally =
.successful'and resultediinthelcapturelof'some]50/ paratroops. Tihe [remaining

3 Germans wnthdrew and occupiedan olive oil factory/near'theivillage of' Stavromenos, p

two kllometres tothe east o= e

Major Sandover S spent the mornlng ehmmatmg pockets of: Germans in thelr
sector, as wellass a party of 20 paratroops who hadloverrun'the 2/7th Field =
Ambulance’s dressing station at Adhele. At 2.30pm Sandover'was ordered to clear

the coastal plain to his immediate front. The'sweepito the beach resulted in the
capture of more Germans; including the commander of/the/2nd Parachute Regiment,
Colonel Alfred Sturm, and a 37-millimetre anti-tank gun. Having secured!the airfield
and the coastal strip, Campbell now sought to eliminate the remaining enemy groups
- those in Perlvolla and the others in the ollve oll factory near Stavromenos

e~ e

Perivolia was held by two compames ofthe 3rd Battallon 2nd Parachute Regiment, a
machine-gun company, and a troop of parachute artlllerymen withitwo recoilless
guns. The commander of the 400-strong German battlegroup was Major Erich
Schulz. He'deployed some of his men in the Church of St. George, located on a hill
300 metres south-west of the town centre, and in three houses on the west bank of
the dry Platanes River, 1,000 metres east of Perrvolla
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