Battle of Crete Memorial Committee

Battle of Crete Memorial Dedicati@@remony

10:00 am Saturday 11 May 2024
Saw Avenue Precinct Kings Park WA

Welcome

On a very pleasant Saturday morning over 400 people joined the Committee to celebrate the
dedication of the Battle of CreteMemorial inthe Saw Avenue memorial precinct irking's Park.

TheCommittee was very proud to hear the very positive praise expressed by our invitgignitaries in
their speeches. Without exception allbelieved the design of the memorial wasof an excellent
standard, befitting the significance that theBattle of Cretehas to Australian and Greek military
history.

The presence of the highly ranked overseas contingent at this ceremony highlights the strong bonds
that have developed between GreeceAustralia, and New Zealand. There is little doubt that the
ANZAC involvement in Greece and Crete contributed to the Greek migration to Australia and New
Zealand in the years immediately following thesecond world war.

The Committee was both very surprised and grateful for the large number of distinguished guests who
chose to support the ceremony by their attendanceOver 30 guests made themselves available.

The weltknown TV and radio personalitgzary Mitchell very capably performed the duties of master of
ceremonyfor the event

Arthur LeggettOAM, the 105-year-old veteran was our guest of honoutHe was aformer member of
2/11Bn AIE Arthur who is one of the two remaining Australian survivors of the Battle of Crete was
taken captive by German Paratroopers and spent more than four years in a prisoner of war carfipe
mere fact that he was able tde present was arhonour. Arthur recited the Ode of Remembranceand
was able lay a wreath.
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Welcome to Country was presented byis Di Ryder OAMawell known and respectedNoongar Elder
Shealso informed the audience aboutthe little -known facts about the number of Aboriginaland
Torres Straitislanders who participated in the battle. Di also served in the ADF.

Speeches

Afterthanking and welcomingthe long listof distinguished guests,Bill Evangelasked each member of
the Committee to identify themselves by standing. He noted that a great deal of hard work was
needed by the Committee tobring the memorial to this stage. He thanked everyone for taking the
time to attend the function with specific reference to relatives of veterans and particularly those who
travelled long distances.Bill is currently President of the Greek Australian Returned and Services
League and Chairperson of the Battle of Crete Memorial Committee.

Bill thanked Smith Sculptors for their outstanding work in designing the memorial and Colgan
Industries for executing the construction and installation phase of the project.
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Speeches were presented by His Excellenayne Honourable Chris DawsonAC APM, theGovernor of

WA, the Honourable Roger CookMLA,Premier of WA The Honourable Matthew Keogh MP,
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Eminence Archbishop Makarios Primate of the Greek Orthodox Churat Australia andHis

Excellency Stavros Venizelos, Ambassador for The Hellenic Republic of Greece to Australia

His Excellency the Honourable Chris Dawson
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At the completion of speeches, the Catafalque Party took its post around the memorial.



